From the article The New Birth in Miscellaneous Writings Mary Baker Eddy writes,
“The Principle of Christianity is infinite: it is indeed God; and this infinite
Principle hath infinite claims on man, and these claims are divine, not
human; and man’s ability to meet them is from God; for, being His likeness
and image, man must reflect the full dominion of Spirit—even its supremacy

over sin, sickness, and death.” Tonight’s readings focus on God’s great gift to man,
dominion over all error.
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THE BIBLE

2Sam. 22:4 | will call on the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall |
be saved from mine enemies.

2Sam. 22:5 When the waves of death compassed me, the floods of
ungodly men made me afraid;

2Sam. 22:6 The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death
prevented me;

2Sam. 22:7 In my distress | called upon the LORD, and cried to my God:
and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his
ears.

2Sam. 22:17 He sent from above, he took me; he drew me out of many
waters;

2Sam. 22:18 He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them that
hated me: for they were too strong for me.

2Sam. 22:19 They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD
was my stay.

2Sam. 22:20 He brought me forth also into a large place: he delivered
me, because he delighted in me.

2Sam. 22:31 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD /s
tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.

2Sam. 22:32 For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save our
God?

2Sam. 22:33 God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way
perfect.

2Sam. 22:34 He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet. and setteth me upon my
high places.

2Sam. 22:36 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy
gentleness hath made me great.

2Sam. 22:37 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; so that my feet did
not slip.

2Sam. 22:38 | have pursued mine enemies, and destroyed them; and
turned not again until | had consumed them.

2Sam. 22:39 And | have consumed them, and wounded them, that they
could not arise: yea, they are fallen under my feet.

2Sam. 22:40 For thou hast girded me with strength to battle: them that
rose up against me hast thou subdued under me.

2Sam. 22:43 Then did | beat them as small as the dust of the earth, | did
stamp them as the mire of the street, and did spread them abroad.




Psa. 71:16 | will go in the strength of the Lord GOD:

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

Gen. 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them.

Gen. 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth.

Psa. 8:1 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who
hast set thy glory above the heavens.

Psa. 8:2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy
and the avenger.

1Cor. 1:26 ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

1Cor. 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty;

1Cor. 1:28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things
that are:

Psa. 8:4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man,
that thou visitest him?

Psa. 8:5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory and honour.

Psa. 8:6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands;
thou hast put all things under his feet:

Psa. 91:13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and
the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

Matt. 5:1 and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:



Matt. 5:2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

Matt. 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid.

Matt. 5:15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Matt. 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Matt. 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave
them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all
manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

Matt. 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying,
Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans
enter ye not:

Matt. 10:6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Matt. 10:7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at
hand.

Matt. 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out
devils: freely ye have received, freely give.

Matt. 10:27 What | tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what
ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.

Luke 10:1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and
sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither
he himself would come.

Luke 10:17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even
the devils are subject unto us through thy name.

Luke 10:18 And he said unto them, | beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven.

Luke 10:19 Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any
means hurt you.

Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are
subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven.

Luke 10:21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, | thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.



Luke 10:22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.

Luke 10:23 And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately,
Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see:

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature.

Mark 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

Mark 16:18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.

John 14:12 Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
works that | do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do;
because | go unto my Father.

John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son.

John 14:14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will do it.

Col. 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you,

Col. 1:9 to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Col. 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Col. 1:11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power,
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

Col. 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

Col. 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

Rev. 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

Rev. 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to
him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.



SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Divine Love blesses its own ideas, and causes them to multiply,--to
manifest His power. Man is not made to till the soil. His birthright is
dominion, not subjection. He is lord of the belief in earth and heaven,--
himself subordinate alone to his Maker. This is the Science of being.

The divine Mind is the Soul of man, and gives man dominion over all
things. Man was not created from a material basis, nor bidden to obey
material laws which Spirit never made; his province is in spiritual statutes,
in the higher law of Mind.

Genesis i. 26. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl! of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth.

The eternal Elohim includes the forever universe. The name Elohim
is in the plural, but this plurality of Spirit does not imply more than one
God, nor does it imply three persons in one. It relates to the oneness, the
tri-unity of Life, Truth, and Love. “Let them have dominion.” Man is the
family name for all ideas, --the sons and daughters of God. All that God
imparts moves in accord with Him, reflecting goodness and power.

Your mirrored reflection is your own image or likeness. If you lift a
weight, your reflection does this also. If you speak, the lips of this
likeness move in accord with yours. Now compare man before the mirror
to his divine Principle, God. Call the mirror divine Science, and call man
the reflection

The substance, Life, intelligence, Truth, and Love, which constitute Deity,
are reflected by His creation; and when we subordinate the false
testimony of the corporeal senses to the facts of Science, we shall see
this true likeness and reflection everywhere.

Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other
material elements. The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the
image and likeness of God. Matter is not that likeness. The likeness of
Spirit cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is spiritual and perfect; and because
his is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science.
Man is idea, the image, of Love; he is not physique. He is the compound
idea of God, including all right ideas;



The following translation is from the Icelandic:--

And God said, Let us make man after our mind and our likeness; and God shaped
man after His mind; after God’s mind shaped He him; and He shaped them male
and female.

In the Science of Genesis we read that He saw everything which He had
made, “and, behold, it was very good.” The corporeal senses declare
otherwise; and if we give the same heed to the history of error as to the
records of truth, the Scriptural record of sin and death favors the false
conclusion of the material senses. Sin, sickness, and death must be
deemed as devoid of reality as they are of good, God.

Because man-made systems insist that man becomes sick and useless,
suffers and dies, all in consonance with the laws of God, are we to believe
it? Are we to believe an authority which denies God’s spiritual command
relating to perfection,--an authority which Jesus proved to be false?

Like the great Exemplar, the healer should speak to disease as one having
authority over it, leaving Soul to master the false evidences of the
corporeal senses and to assert its claims over mortality and disease.

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life
divine, revealing spiritual understanding and the consciousness of man’s
dominion over the whole earth. This understanding casts out error and
heals the sick, and with it you can speak “as one having authority.”

When the first symptoms of disease appear, dispute the testimony of the
material senses with divine Science. Let your higher sense of justice
destroy the false process of mortal opinions which you name law, and
then you will not be confined to a sick-room nor laid upon a bed of
suffering in payment of the last farthing, the last penalty demanded by
error. Suffer no claim of sin or of sickness to grow upon the thought.
Dismiss it with an abiding conviction that it is illegitimate, because you
know that God is no more the author of sickness than He is of sin. You
have no law of His to support the necessity either of sin or sickness, but
you have divine authority for denying that necessity and healing the sick.
“Agree to disagree” with approaching symptoms of chronic or acute
disease, whether it is cancer, consumption, or smallpox. Meet the
incipient stages of disease with as powerful mental opposition as a
legislator would employ to defeat the passage of an inhuman law. Rise in
the conscious strength of the spirit of Truth to overthrow the plea of



mortal mind, alias matter, arrayed against the supremacy of Spirit. Blot
out the images of mortal thought and its beliefs in sickness and sin.

Instead of blind and calm submission to the incipient or advanced stages
of disease, rise in rebellion against them. Banish the belief that you can
possibly entertain a single intruding pain which cannot be ruled out by the
might of Mind, and in this way you can prevent the development of pain in
the body. No law of God hinders this result.

Mentally contradict every complaint from the body, and rise to the true
consciousness of Life as Love,--as all that is pure, and bearing the fruits
of Spirit.

Stand porter at the door of thought. Admitting only such conclusions as
you wish realized in bodily results, you will control yourself harmoniously.

Mind is the master of the corporeal senses, and can conquer sickness, sin,
and death. Exercise this God-given authority. Take possession of your
body, and govern its feeling and action. Rise in the strength of Spirit to
resist all that is unlike good. God has made man capable of this, and
nothing can vitiate the ability and power divinely bestowed on man.

Man is never sick, for Mind is not sick and matter cannot be.

Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good, and sets mortals at
work to discover what God has already done; but distrust of one’s ability
to gain the goodness desired and to bring out better and higher results,
often hampers the trial of one’s wings and ensures failure at the outset.

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Enable us to know,-- as in heaven, so on earth,-- God is omnipotent,
supreme.

We can, and ultimately shall, so rise as to avail ourselves in every
direction of the supremacy of Truth over error, Life over death, and good
over evil, and this growth will go on until we arrive at the fullness of God’s
idea, and no more fear that we shall be sick and die.



