From our textbook Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy,
“Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems
the material condition to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be our
faith and the purer our love.” Tonight’s readings focus on the importance of trusting

in God and having no other trusts.
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THE BIBLE

Psa. 37:1 Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity.

Psa. 37:3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land,
and verily thou shalt be fed.

Psa. 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the
desires of thine heart.

Psa. 37:5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall
bring it to pass.

Psa. 37:7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him:

2Chr. 14:2 And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the
LORD his God:

2Chr. 14:3 For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high
places, and brake down the images, and cut down the groves:

2Chr. 14:4 And commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers,
and to do the law and the commandment.

2Chr. 14:8 And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out
of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields
and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were
mighty men of valour.

2Chr. 14:9 And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an
host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto
Mareshah.

2Chr. 14:10 Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in
array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

2Chr. 14:11 And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD, it is
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no
power: help us, O LORD our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we
go against this multitude. O LORD, thou art our God; let not man prevail
against thee.

2Chr. 14:12 So the LORD smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before
Judah; and the Ethiopians fled.

2Chr. 15:1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded:
2Chr. 15:2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me,
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD /s with you, while ye be with
him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he
will forsake you.



2Chr. 15:7 Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for
your work shall be rewarded.

2Chr. 15:8 And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded
the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominable idols out of
all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had
taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the LORD, that was
before the porch of the LORD.

2Chr. 15:9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers
with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell
to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the LORD his God
was with him.

2Chr. 15:10 So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the
third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.

2Chr. 15:12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of
their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul;

Heb. 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

Heb. 11:2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

Heb. 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear.

Heb. 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which
he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is
by faith.

Heb. 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out,
not knowing whither he went.

Heb. 11:9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him
of the same promise:

Heb. 11:10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker /s God.

Heb. 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of
his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not
afraid of the king’s commandment.

Heb. 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;



Heb. 11:25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;

Heb. 11:26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the
reward.

Heb. 11:27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king:
for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

Heb. 11:29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry /and:
which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

Heb. 11:30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were
compassed about seven days.

Heb. 11:32 And what shall | more say? for the time would fail me to tell
of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also,
and Samuel, and of the prophets:

Heb. 11:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

Heb. 11:34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens.

Matt. 11:2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples,

Matt. 11:3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we
look for another?

Matt. 11:4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again
those things which ye do hear and see:

Matt. 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the gospel preached to them.

Matt. 11:6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.

Luke 7:1 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the
people, he entered into Capernaum.

Luke 7:2 And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto him, was
sick, and ready to die.

Luke 7:3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the
Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant.

Luke 7:4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly,
saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this:

Luke 7:5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.



Luke 7:6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from
the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord,
trouble not thyself: for | am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under
my roof:

Luke 7:7 Wherefore neither thought | myself worthy to come unto thee:
but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.

Luke 7:8 For | also am a man set under authority, having under me
soldiers, and | say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and
he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth /t.

Luke 7:9 When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned
him about, and said unto the people that followed him, | say unto you, |
have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

Luke 7:10 And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the
servant whole that had been sick.

Luke 13:18 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and
whereunto shall | resemble it?

Luke 13:19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast
into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the
air lodged in the branches of it.

Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

Luke 17:6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed,
ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root,
and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.

James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations;

James 1:3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
James 1:4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing.

James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

James 1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth
is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

James 1:7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the
Lord.

James 1:8 A double minded man /s unstable in all his ways.



James 1:12 Blessed /s the man that endureth temptation: for when he is
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him.

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed.

James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

James 1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.

Rom. 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is
no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

Rom. 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep: for now /s our salvation nearer than when we believed.

Rom. 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

Eph. 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

Matt. 9:20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of
blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his
garment:

Matt. 9:21 For she said within herself, If | may but touch his garment, |
shall be whole.

Matt. 9:22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said,
Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the
woman was made whole from that hour.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

In reply to John's inquiry, "Art thou he that should come," Jesus returned
an affirmative reply, recounting his works instead of referring to his
doctrine, confident that this exhibition of the divine power to heal would
fully answer the question. Hence his reply: "Go and show John again
those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight and
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are



raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed
is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me."

This righteous preacher once pointed his disciples to Jesus as "the Lamb
of God;" yet afterwards he seriously questioned the signs of the Messianic
appearing, and sent the inquiry to Jesus, "Art thou he that should come?"
Was John's faith greater than that of the Samaritan woman, who said,
"Is not this the Christ?" There was also a certain centurion of whose faith
Jesus himself declared, "I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."

Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in
Science man reflects God's government.

Faith is higher and more spiritual than belief. It is a chrysalis state of
human thought, in which spiritual evidence, contradicting the testimony
of material sense, begins to appear, and Truth, the ever-present, is
becoming understood. Until belief becomes faith, and faith becomes
spiritual understanding, human thought has little relation to the actual or
divine.

In Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, faith and the words corresponding
thereto have these two definitions, trustfulness and trustworthiness.
The Hebrew verb to believe means also to be firm or to be constant.
This certainly applies to Truth and Love understood and practised.
Firmness in error will never save from sin, disease, and death.

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this
end God worketh with you. "Occupy till | come!" Wait for your reward,
and "be not weary in well doing." If your endeavors are beset by fearful
odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor
become a sluggard in the race.

Mortals must follow Jesus' sayings and his demonstrations, which
dominate the flesh. Man is deathless, spiritual. He is above sin or frailty.

Thought is borrowed from a higher source than matter, and by reversal,
errors serve as waymarks to the one Mind, in which all error disappears in
celestial Truth. The robes of Spirit are "white and glistering," like the
raiment of Christ. Even in this world, therefore, "let thy garments be
always white." "Blessed is the man that endureth [overcometh]



temptation: for when he is tried, [proved faithful], he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."
(Jamesi. 12.)

Trials teach mortals not to lean on a material staff,-~-a broken reed, which
pierces the heart. Sorrow is salutary. Through great tribulation we enter
the kingdom. Trials are proofs of God's care. Spiritual development
germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material hopes, but when
these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit, which have
no taint of earth. Sorrow has its reward. It never leaves us where it found
us. The furnace separates the gold from the dross that the precious
metal may be graven with the image of God. The cup our Father hath
given, shall we not drink it and learn the lessons He teaches?

Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems
the material condition to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be
our faith and the purer our love. The Apostle John says: "There is no fear
in Love, but perfect Love casteth out fear. . . . He that feareth is not
made perfect in Love." Here is a definite and inspired proclamation of
Christian Science.

If we pray to God as a corporeal person, this will prevent us from
relinquishing the human doubts and fears which attend such a belief, and
so we cannot grasp the wonders wrought by infinite, incorporeal Love, to
whom all things are possible.

ABRAHAM. Fidelity; faith in the divine Life and in the eternal Principle of
being.

This patriarch illustrated the purpose of Love to create trust in good,
and showed the life-preserving power of spiritual understanding.

A mortal belief fulfils its own conditions. Sickness, sin, and death are the
vague realities of human conclusions. Life, Truth, and Love are the
realities of divine Science. They dawn in faith and glow full-orbed in
spiritual understanding. As a cloud hides the sun it cannot extinguish, so
false belief silences for a while the voice of immutable harmony, but false
belief cannot destroy Science armed with faith, hope, and fruition.

Material sense expresses the belief that mind is in matter. This human
belief, alternating between a sense of pleasure and pain, hope and fear,



life and death, never reaches beyond the boundary of the mortal or the
unreal. When the real is attained, which is announced by Science, joy is no
longer a trembler, nor is hope a cheat.

Against the fatal beliefs that error is as real as Truth, that evil is equal in
power to good if not superior, and that discord is as normal as harmony,
even the hope of freedom from the bondage of sickness and sin has little
inspiration to nerve endeavor. When we come to have more faith in the
truth of being than we have in error, more faith in Spirit than in matter,
more faith in living than in dying, more faith in God than in man, then no
material suppositions can prevent us from healing the sick and destroying
error.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and |
will dwell in the house [the consciousness] of [LOVE] forever.



