Is prayer effective in an age of advanced medical science and gross materialism? In

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures Mary Baker Eddy writes, “The prayer
that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things
are possible to God,-- a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love.”
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THE BIBLE

James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray.

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord:

James 5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
James 5:16 pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Psa. 23:3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.
Psa. 23:5 thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Is. 66:9 Shall | bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the
LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.

Is. 65:19 And | will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the
voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.
Is. 65:20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man
that hath not filled his days:

Is. 65:21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.

Is. 65:22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and
mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

Is. 65:23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they
are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.
Is. 65:24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, | will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, | will hear.

Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place,
when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray,
as John also taught his disciples.

Luke 11:5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and
shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three
loaves;

Luke 11:6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and | have
nothing to set before him?



Luke 11:7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot rise and
give thee.

Luke 11:8 | say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because
he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as
many as he needeth.

Luke 11:9 And | say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

Luke 11:10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Is. 8:19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a
people seek unto their God?

Eph. 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might.

Eph. 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.

Eph. 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high pl/aces.

Eph. 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Rev. 13:1 And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up
out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten
crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

Rev. 13:2 And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the
dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

Rev. 13:3 And | saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and
his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.
Rev. 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the
beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast?
who is able to make war with him?

Rev. 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
Rev. 13:11 And | beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and
he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.



Rev. 13:12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him,
and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first
beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

Rev. 13:13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

Rev. 13:14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying
to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

Ex. 7:8 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

Ex. 7:9 When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for
you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before
Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent.

Ex. 7:10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as
the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh,
and before his servants, and it became a serpent.

Ex. 7:11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now
the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their
enchantments.

Ex. 7:12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they became
serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.

Rev. 12:1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of
twelve stars:

Rev. 12:5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron:

Deut. 33:27 The eternal God /s thy refuge, and underneath are the
everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and
shall say, Destroy them.

Deut. 33:28 Israel then shall dwell in safety alone:

Deut. 33:29 Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people
saved by the LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy
excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou
shalt tread upon their high places.



Zech. 8:12 the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and
the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew;
and | will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things.

Mal. 3:5 And | will come near to you to judgment; and | will be a swift
witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against
false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages,
the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his
right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.

Mal. 3:11 And | will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit
before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

Eph. 5:9 (the fruit of the Spirit /s in all goodness and righteousness and
truth;)
Eph. 5:10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

Gal. 5:22 the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith,
Gal. 5:23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Before this book was published, other books were in circulation, which
discussed “mental medicine” and “mind cure,” operating through the
power of the earth’s magnetic currents to regulate life and health. Such
theories and such systems of so-called mind-cure, which have sprung up,
are as material as the prevailing systems of medicine. They have their
birth in mortal mind, which puts forth a human conception in the name of
Science to match the divine Science of immortal Mind, even as the
necromancers of Egypt strove to emulate the wonders wrought by Moses.
Such theories have no relationship to Christian Science, which rests on
the conception of God as the only Life, substance, and intelligence, and
excludes the human mind as a spiritual factor in the healing work.

In the Science of Christianity, Mind --omnipotence--has all-power, assigns
sure rewards to righteousness, and shows that matter can neither heal
nor make sick, create nor destroy.



Material, erring, human thought acts injuriously both upon the body and
through it.

Will-power is capable of all evil. It can never heal the sick, for it is the
prayer of the unrighteous; while the exercise of the sentiments--hope,
faith, love--is the prayer of the righteous. This prayer, governed by
Science instead of the senses, heals the sick.

It is not in accordance with the goodness of God's character that He
should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is absurd to
suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or that Spirit, God,
produces disease and leaves the remedy to matter.

Knowledge that we can accomplish the good we hope for, stimulates the
system to act in the direction which Mind points out. The admission that
any bodily condition is beyond the control of Mind disarms man, prevents
him from helping himself, and enthrones matter through error.
Experience has proved to the author the fallacy of material systems in
general,--that their theories are sometimes pernicious, and that their
denials are better than their affirmations. Will you bid a man let evils
overcome him, assuring him that all misfortunes are from God, against
whom mortals should not contend? Will you tell the sick that their
condition is hopeless, unless it can be aided by a drug or climate? Are
material means the only refuge from fatal chances? Is there no divine
permission to conquer discord of every kind with harmony, with Truth and
Love?

Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never
conquered. If God destroys not sin, sickness, and death, they are not
destroyed in the mind of mortals, but seem to this so-called mind to be
immortal. What God cannot do, man need not attempt. If God heals not
the sick, they are not healed, for no lesser power equals the infinite All-
power; but God, Truth, Life, Love, does heal the sick through the prayer
of the righteous.

If God makes sin, if good produces evil, if truth results in error, then
Science and Christianity are helpless; but there are no antagonistic powers
nor laws, spiritual or material, creating and governing man through
perpetual warfare. God is not the author of mortal discords. Therefore we
accept the conclusion that discords have only a fabulous existence, are
mortal beliefs which divine Truth and Love destroy.



When divine Science overcomes faith in a carnal mind, and faith in God
destroys all faith in sin and in material methods of healing, then sin,
disease, and death will disappear.

"The prayer of faith shall save the sick," says the Scripture. What is this
healing prayer? A mere request that God will heal the sick has no power
to gain more of the divine presence than is always at hand. The beneficial
effect of such prayer for the sick is on the human mind, making it act
more powerfully on the body through a blind faith in God. This, however,
is one belief casting out another,--a belief in the unknown casting out a
belief in sickness. It is neither Science nor Truth which acts through blind
belief, nor is it the human understanding of the divine healing Principle as
manifested in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious
protests of Truth,--of man's likeness to God and of man's unity with Truth
and Love.

Are we benefited by praying? Yes, the desire which goes forth hungering
after righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does not return unto
us void.

"Work out your own salvation," is the demand of Life and Love, for to this
end God worketh with you. "Occupy till | come!" Wait for your reward,
and "be not weary in well doing." If your endeavors are beset by fearful
odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor
become a sluggard in the race.

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love
our neighbor better because of this asking? Do we pursue the old
selfishness, satisfied with having prayed for something better, though we
give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living consistently
with our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall
regard our neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall
never meet this great duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is
a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope and
faith.

Dost thou "love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind"? This command includes much, even the
surrender of all merely material sensation, affection, and worship. This is
the El Dorado of Christianity. It involves the Science of Life, and



recognizes only the divine control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master,
and material sense and human will have no place.

[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for His name's sake.
[LOVE] anointeth my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

OIL. Consecration; charity; gentleness; prayer; heavenly inspiration.

We should consecrate existence, not "to the unknown God" whom we
"ignorantly worship," but to the eternal builder, the everlasting Father, to
the Life which mortal sense cannot impair nor mortal belief destroy. We
must realize the ability of mental might to offset human misconceptions
and to replace them with the life which is spiritual, not material.

The great spiritual fact must be brought out that man is, not shall be,
perfect and immortal.



