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Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting 
Subject: The Need to Demonstrate Christian Science for Man 

August 18, 2010 
Hymns 82  141  41 

 
The Bible 

 
 
John 4:34-36 
Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.  
 
Gal 6:9,10 
And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.  
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.  
 
Matt 16:1-3 
The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he 
would shew them a sign from heaven. He answered and said unto them, When it 
is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It 
will be foul weather to-day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can 
discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?  
 
Matt 23:21-33 
And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth 
therein. And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by 
him that sitteth thereon. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of 
the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou 
blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the 
outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so 
ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy 



2 

 

and iniquity. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build 
the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, And say, If 
we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with 
them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, 
that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the 
measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell?  
 
Prov 18:1-7 
Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with 
all wisdom. A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover 
itself. When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with ignominy 
reproach. The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of 
wisdom as a flowing brook. It is not good to accept the person of the wicked, to 
overthrow the righteous in judgment. A fool's lips enter into contention, and his 
mouth calleth for strokes. A fool's mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the 
snare of his soul.  
 
Rom 8:6 
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  
 
Matt 5:8 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  
 
Ex 20:1-3 
And God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.  
 
Prov 4:18 
But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.  
 
I Thess 5:14-21 
Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the 
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. See that none render 
evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among 
yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing 
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not 
the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  
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Matt 10:5-8 
These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way 
of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils: freely ye have received, freely give.  
 
 

 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

 
SH 95:6-18 
We approach God, or Life, in proportion to our spirituality, our fidelity to Truth and 
Love; and in that ratio we know all human need and are able to discern the 
thought of the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing them. Error of any 
kind cannot hide from the law of God.  
Whoever reaches this point of moral culture and goodness cannot injure others, 
and must do them good. The greater or lesser ability of a Christian Scientist to 
discern thought scientifically, depends upon his genuine spirituality. This kind of 
mind-reading is not clairvoyance, but it is important to success in healing, and is 
one of the special characteristics thereof.  
 
SH 42:19 
The belief that man has existence or mind separate from God is a dying error. 
This error Jesus met with divine Science and proved its nothingness. Because of 
the wondrous glory which God bestowed on His anointed, temptation, sin, 
sickness, and death had no terror for Jesus. Let men think they had killed the 
body! Afterwards he would show it to them unchanged. This demonstrates that in 
Christian Science the true man is governed by God — by good, not evil — and is 
therefore not a mortal but an immortal. Jesus had taught his disciples the Science 
of this proof. He was here to enable them to test his still uncomprehended saying, 
"He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also." They must 
understand more fully his Life-principle by casting out error, healing the sick, and 
raising the dead, even as they did understand it after his bodily departure.  
 
SH 323:13-6 
In order to apprehend more, we must put into practice what we already know. We 
must recollect that Truth is demonstrable when understood, and that good is not 
understood until demonstrated. If "faithful over a few things," we shall be made 
rulers over many; but the one unused talent decays and is lost. When the sick or 
the sinning awake to realize their need of what they have not, they will be 
receptive of divine Science, which gravitates towards Soul and away from material 



4 

 

sense, removes thought from the body, and elevates even mortal mind to the 
contemplation of something better than disease or sin. The true idea of God gives 
the true understanding of Life and Love, robs the grave of victory, takes away all 
sin and the delusion that there are other minds, and destroys mortality.  
The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the "still, small 
voice" of Truth uttering itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we 
are listening to it and going up higher. Willingness to become as a little child and 
to leave the old for the new, renders thought receptive of the advanced idea. 
Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them disappear, — this 
disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and 
self is a proof of progress. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."  
 
SH 371:22-30 
No impossible thing do I ask when urging the claims of Christian Science; but 
because this teaching is in advance of the age, we should not deny our need of its 
spiritual unfoldment. Mankind will improve through Science and Christianity. The 
necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind can do it; for Mind can 
impart purity instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and health instead 
of disease.  
 
SH 134:4-20 
The word martyr, from the Greek, means witness; but those who testified for Truth 
were so often persecuted unto death, that at length the word martyr was narrowed 
in its significance and so has come always to mean one who suffers for his 
convictions. The new faith in the Christ, Truth, so roused the hatred of the 
opponents of Christianity, that the followers of Christ were burned, crucified, and 
otherwise persecuted; and so it came about that human rights were hallowed by 
the gallows and the cross.  
Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. 
Devoid of the Christ-power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the 
miracles of grace? Denial of the possibility of Christian healing robs Christianity of 
the very element, which gave it divine force and its astonishing and unequalled 
success in the first century.  
 
SH 475:13-22 
Man is idea, the image, of Love; he is not physique. He is the compound idea of 
God, including all right ideas; the generic term for all that reflects God's image and 
likeness; the conscious identity of being as found in Science, in which man is the 
reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is eternal; that which has no separate 
mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived from Deity; that 
which possesses no life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own, but reflects 
spiritually all that belongs to his Maker.  
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SH 142:18 
As in Jesus' time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of the 
temple, and humility and divine Science to be welcomed in. The strong cords of 
scientific demonstration, as twisted and wielded by Jesus, are still needed to 
purge the temples of their vain traffic in worldly worship and to make them meet 
dwelling-places for the Most High.  
 
SH 85:23-28 
Both Jew and Gentile may have had acute corporeal senses, but mortals need 
spiritual sense. Jesus knew the generation to be wicked and adulterous, seeking 
the material more than the spiritual. His thrusts at materialism were sharp, but 
needed. He never spared hypocrisy the sternest condemnation.  
 
SH 218:17-26 
Why pray for the recovery of the sick, if you are without faith in God's willingness 
and ability to heal them? If you do believe in God, why do you substitute drugs for 
the Almighty's power, and employ means which lead only into material ways of 
obtaining help, instead of turning in time of need to God, divine Love, who is an 
ever-present help?  
Treat a belief in sickness as you would sin, with sudden dismissal. Resist the 
temptation to believe in matter as intelligent, as having sensation or power.  
 
SH 231:3-11 
Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. 
If God destroys not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of 
mortals, but seem to this so-called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man 
need not attempt. If God heals not the sick, they are not healed, for no lesser 
power equals the infinite All-power; but God, Truth, Life, Love, does heal the sick 
through the prayer of the righteous.  
 
SH 231:30 
Man, governed by his Maker, having no other Mind, — planted on the Evangelist's 
statement that "all things were made by Him [the Word of God]; and without Him 
was not anything made that was made," — can triumph over sin, sickness, and 
death.  
 
SH 151:4 
Infinite Mind could not possibly create a remedy outside of itself, but erring, finite, 
human mind has an absolute need of something beyond itself for its redemption 
and healing.  
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SH 490:12 
The Science of Mind needs to be understood. Until it is understood, mortals are 
more or less deprived of Truth. Human theories are helpless to make man 
harmonious or immortal, since he is so already, according to Christian Science. 
Our only need is to know this and reduce to practice the real man's divine 
Principle, Love.  
 
SH 315:31 Jesus 
Jesus was the mediator between Spirit and the flesh, between Truth and error. 
Explaining and demonstrating the way of divine Science, he became the way of 
salvation to all who accepted his word. From him mortals may learn how to 
escape from evil. The real man being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals 
need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal selfhood to find Christ, the real 
man and his relation to God, and to recognize the divine sonship. Christ, Truth, 
was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the flesh, — to 
show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body, 
healing sickness and destroying sin.  
 
SH 231:20 
To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs 
man, is true wisdom. To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the 
divine Science of being in man's relation to God, — to doubt His government and 
distrust His omnipotent care. To hold yourself superior to sickness and death is 
equally wise, and is in accordance with divine Science. To fear them is impossible, 
when you fully apprehend God and know that they are no part of His creation.  
 
SH 518:15 
The rich in spirit help the poor in one grand brotherhood, all having the same 
Principle, or Father; and blessed is that man who seeth his brother's need and 
supplieth it, seeking his own in another's good. Love giveth to the least spiritual 
idea might, immortality, and goodness, which shine through all as the blossom 
shines through the bud. All the varied expressions of God reflect health, holiness, 
immortality — infinite Life, Truth, and Love.  
 
SH 303:25-30 
God, without the image and likeness of Himself, would be a nonentity, or Mind 
unexpressed. He would be without a witness or proof of His own nature. Spiritual 
man is the image or idea of God, an idea which cannot be lost nor separated from 
its divine Principle.  
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SH 150:4 
To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal 
Science, instead of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of 
the gospel of "on earth peace, good-will toward men." This coming, as was 
promised by the Master, is for its establishment as a permanent dispensation 
among men; but the mission of Christian Science now, as in the time of its earlier 
demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as then, signs and 
wonders are wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these 
signs are only to demonstrate its divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher 
mission of the Christ-power to take away the sins of the world.  
 
SH 323:6 
Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the 
march towards righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of 
Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of truth, we pause, — wait on God. Then we 
push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and conception 
unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.  
 
SH 348:26  
I have never supposed the world would immediately witness the full fruitage of 
Christian Science, or that sin, disease, and death would not be believed for an 
indefinite time; but this I do aver, that, as a result of teaching Christian Science, 
ethics and temperance have received an impulse, health has been restored, and 
longevity increased. If such are the present fruits, what will the harvest be, when 
this Science is more generally understood?  
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