The inspiration for tonight’s readings is a passage from the article Unity of Good written
by Mary Baker Eddy, “Because God is ever present, no boundary of time can
separate us from Him and the heaven of His presence;”
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THE BIBLE
Jer. 23:24 Can any hide himself in secret places that | shall not see him?
saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth?

1Kings 19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword.

1Kings 19:2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the
gods do to me, and more also, if | make not thy life as the life of one of
them by to morrow about this time.

1Kings 19:3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life,

1Kings 19:9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and,
behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What
doest thou here, Elijah?

1Kings 19:10 And he said, | have been very jealous for the LORD God of
hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even | only, am
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

1Kings 19:11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before
the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind
rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but
the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the
LORD was not in the earthquake:

1Kings 19:12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in
the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.

Jer. 31:13 for | will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them,
and make them rejoice from their sorrow.

Psa. 139:5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand
upon me.

Psa. 139:7 Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from
thy presence?

Psa. 139:8 If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in
hell, behold, thou art there.

Psa. 139:9 /f | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea;

Psa. 139:10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall
hold me.




Matt. 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while | go and pray
yonder.

Matt. 26:37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.

Matt. 26:38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful,
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

Matt. 26:39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed,
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as | will, but as thou wilt.

Matt. 26:40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep,
and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?

Matt. 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit
indeed /s willing, but the flesh is weak.

Matt. 26:42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O
my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except | drink it, thy
will be done.

Matt. 26:43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes
were heavy.

Matt. 26:44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third
time, saying the same words.

Matt. 26:45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep
on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

John 16:32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be
scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet | am
not alone, because the Father is with me.

Is. 54:10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my
peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee.

Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands
to vex certain of the church.

Acts 12:2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

Acts 12:3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further
to take Peter also.

Acts 12:4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and
delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after
Easter to bring him forth to the people.



Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made
without ceasing of the church unto God for him.

Acts 12:6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the
keepers before the door kept the prison.

Acts 12:7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon hAim, and a light
shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up,
saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.

Acts 12:8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy
sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about
thee, and follow me.

Acts 12:9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was
true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.

Acts 12:10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them
of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street;
and forthwith the angel departed from him.

Acts 12:11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now | know of
a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of
the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the
Jews.

Rom. 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
Rom. 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us.

Rom. 8:38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Rom. 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Matt. 28:20 lo, | am with you alway,

Acts 16:16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel
possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters
much gain by soothsaying:

Acts 16:17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men
are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of
salvation.



Acts 16:18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned
and said to the spirit, | command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her. And he came out the same hour.

Acts 16:19 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was
gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace
unto the rulers,

Acts 16:20 And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men,
being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city,

Acts 16:21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive,
neither to observe, being Romans.

Acts 16:22 And the multitude rose up together against them: and the
magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them.

Acts 16:23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast
them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:

Acts 16:24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the
inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto
God: and the prisoners heard them.

Acts 16:26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were
opened, and every one’s bands were loosed.

Josh. 1:9 Have not | commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage;
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH

The meek demonstrator of good, the highest instructor and friend of
man, met his earthly fate alone with God. No human eye was there to
pity, no arm to save. Forsaken by all whom he had blessed, this faithful
sentinel of God at the highest post of power, charged with the grandest
trust of heaven, was ready to be transformed by the renewing of the
infinite Spirit.

Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the
time will come when you will be solitary, left without sympathy; but this
seeming vacuum is already filled with divine Love. When this hour of
development comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual
Love with force you to accept what best promotes your growth. Friends
will betray and enemies will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt
you; for “man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.”



GETHSEMANE. Patient woe; the human yielding to the divine; love
meeting no response, but still remaining love.

Trials teach mortals not to lean on a material staff,-- a broken reed, which
pierces the heart. We do not half remember this in the sunshine of joy
and prosperity. Sorrow is salutary.

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well
as our disappointments and ceaseless woes, turn us like tired children to
the arms of divine Love. Then we begin to learn Life in divine Science.
Without this process of weaning, “Canst thou by searching find out God?”

During his night of gloom and glory in the garden, Jesus realized the utter
error of a belief in any possible material intelligence. The pangs of neglect
and the staves of bigoted ignorance smote him solely. His students slept.
He said unto them: “Could ye not watch with me one hour?” Could they
not watch with him who, waiting and struggling in voiceless agony, held
uncomplaining guard over a world? There was no response to that human
yearning, and so Jesus turned forever away from earth to heaven, from
sense to Soul.

When the evidence before the material senses yielded to spiritual sense,
the apostle declared that nothing could alienate him from God, from the
sweet sense and presence of Life and Truth.

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things,
which hide spiritual beauty and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said:
“Neither death, nor life,... nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God.”

GOD. The great | AM; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-
loving, and eternal;

The three great verities of Spirit, omnipotence, omnipresence,
omniscience,-- Spirit possessing all power, filling all space, constituting all
Science,-- contradict forever the belief that matter can be actual. These
eternal verities reveal primeval existence as the radiant reality of God’s
creation, in which all that He has made is pronounced by His wisdom
good.



GOOD. God; omnipresence; omni-action.

We bury the sense of infinitude, when we admit that, although God is
infinite, evil has a place in this infinity, for evil can have no place, where all
space is filled with God.

We lose the high signification of omnipotence, when after admitting
that God, or good, is omnipresent and has all-power, we still believe there
is another power, named evil.

Moses declared as Jehovah’s first commandment of the Ten: “Thou shalt
have no other gods before me!” But behold the zeal of belief to establish
the opposite error of many minds.

The supposed existence of more than one mind was the basic error of
idolatry. This error assumed the loss of spiritual power, the loss of the
spiritual presence of Life as infinite Truth without an unlikeness, and the
loss of Love as ever present and universal.

Jesus urged the commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before
me,” which may be rendered: Thou shalt have no belief of Life as mortal;
thou shalt not know evil, for there is one Life,-- even God, good.

God being everywhere and all-inclusive, how can He be absent or suggest
the absence of omnipresence and omnipotence? How can there be more
than all?

The God-principle is omnipresent and omnipotent. God is everywhere, and
nothing apart from His is present or has power.

Since God is All, there is no room for His unlikeness.

Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of
error, “God is All-in-all,” and the light of ever-present Love illumines the
universe.

This light is not from the sun nor from volcanic flames, but it is the
revelation of Truth and of spiritual ideas. This also shows that there is no
place where God’s light is not seen, since Truth, Life, and Love fill
immensity and are ever-present.



