Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting
Subject: The “Prodigal” as an Ideal
May 12, 2010
Hymns: 367 351 384

The Bible

Luke 15:10
| say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth.

Heb 12:1
Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us,

James 1:12
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

Ezekiel 21:27(to;)
I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it
IS;

Matt 3:3
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.

Acts 9:1-22

Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he
found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round
about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him,
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said,
| am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he
trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto
him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men
which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul
arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by
the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and
neither did eat nor drink. JAnd there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias;
and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord. And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in
the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in
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a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might
receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath authority from the
chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for
he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel: For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.
And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath
sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith,
and arose, and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then
was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. And straightway he
preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. But all that heard him were
amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in
Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief
priests? But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.

Acts 13:9
Saul (who is also called Paul)

Acts 28:8-9

it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom
Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. So when this was
done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed:

John 8:1-12

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. And early in the morning he came again into the
temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. And the
scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set
her in the midst, They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very
act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest
thou? This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. So when they
continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the
ground. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one
by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he
said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She
said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no
more. Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.



Luke 7:37-50

behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in
the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind
him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of
her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee
which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a
prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for
she is a sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, | have somewhat to say unto
thee. And he saith, Master, say on. There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the
one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he
frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? Simon
answered and said, | suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him,
Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou
this woman? | entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no
Kiss: but this woman since the time | came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head
with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.
Wherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but
to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are
forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this
that forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

Mark 16:1-9

when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome,
had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very early in the
morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.
And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the
sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very
great. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not
affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here:
behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he
goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. And they went
out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said
they any thing to any man; for they were afraid. fNow when Jesus was risen early the first
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven
devils.

Luke 18:10-14

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, | thank thee, that | am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. | fast twice in the week, | give
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tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. |
tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Ephesians 4:32, 5:1

be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you.

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

SH 20:27

St. Paul wrote, "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us;" that is, let us put aside material
self and sense, and seek the divine Principle and Science of all healing.

SH 33:18

When the human element in him struggled with the divine, our great Teacher said: "Not
my will, but Thine, be done!" — that is, Let not the flesh, but the Spirit, be represented in
me. This is the new understanding of spiritual Love. It gives all for Christ, or Truth. It
blesses its enemies, heals the sick, casts out error, raises the dead from trespasses and sins,
and preaches the gospel to the poor, the meek in heart.

SH 91:9-13

It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his
nothingness; but the sooner error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner man's
great reality will appear and his genuine being will be understood.

SH 249:1

Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up imperfect
models and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and that one perfect,
producing His own models of excellence.

SH 597:16

Wilderness. Loneliness; doubt; darkness. Spontaneity of thought and idea; the vestibule in
which a material sense of things disappears, and spiritual sense unfolds the great facts of
existence.

SH 566:1

As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the dark ebbing
and flowing tides of human fear, — as they were led through the wilderness, walking
wearily through the great desert of human hopes, and anticipating the promised joy, — so
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shall the spiritual idea guide all right desires in their passage from sense to Soul, from a
material sense of existence to the spiritual, up to the glory prepared for them who love
God. Stately Science pauses not, but moves before them, a pillar of cloud by day and of
fire by night, leading to divine heights.

SH 447:30

A sinner is afraid to cast the first stone. He may say, as a subterfuge, that evil is unreal, but
to know it, he must demonstrate his statement. To assume that there are no claims of evil
and yet to indulge them, is a moral offence. Blindness and self-righteousness cling fast to
iniquity. When the Publican's wail went out to the great heart of Love, it won his humble
desire. Evil which obtains in the bodily senses, but which the heart condemns, has no
foundation; but if evil is uncondemned, it is undenied and nurtured. Under such
circumstances, to say that there is no evil, is an evil in itself. When needed tell the truth
concerning the lie. Evasion of Truth cripples integrity, and casts thee down from the
pinnacle.

SH 362:6-364:31

A "strange woman" came in. Heedless of the fact that she was debarred from such a place
and such society, especially under the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she
were a Hindoo pariah intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman
(Mary Magdalene, as she has since been called) approached Jesus. According to the
custom of those days, he reclined on a couch with his head towards the table and his bare
feet away from it. It was therefore easy for the Magdalen to come behind the couch and
reach his feet. She bore an alabaster jar containing costly and fragrant oil, — sandal oil
perhaps, which is in such common use in the East. Breaking the sealed jar, she perfumed
Jesus' feet with the oil, wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely about her
shoulders, as was customary with women of her grade.

Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her
compassionately. Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their
hearts, especially his host, — that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted
guest did not at once detect the woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing
this, Jesus rebuked them with a short story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a
large sum and one for a smaller, who were released from their obligations by their
common creditor. "Which of them will love him most?" was the Master's question to
Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, "He to whom he forgave most." Jesus approved
the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable
declaration to the woman, "Thy sins are forgiven."

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed, and
did his insight detect this unspoken moral uprising? She bathed his feet with her tears
before she anointed them with the oil. In the absence of other proofs, was her grief
sufficient evidence to warrant the expectation of her repentance, reformation, and growth
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in wisdom? Certainly there was encouragement in the mere fact that she was showing her
affection for a man of undoubted goodness and purity, who has since been rightfully
regarded as the best man that ever trod this planet. Her reverence was unfeigned, and it
was manifested towards one who was soon, though they knew it not, to lay down his
mortal existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and works they might be
redeemed from sensuality and sin.

Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee or
the contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking self-righteousness
and declaring the absolution of the penitent. He even said that this poor woman had done
what his rich entertainer had neglected to do, — wash and anoint his guest's feet, a special
sign of Oriental courtesy.

Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age.
Do Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material
conservatism and for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave
small reward in return for the spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If
Christian Scientists are like Simon, then it must be said of them also that they love little.

On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine
repentance, by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this
woman? If so, then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that
they indeed love much, because much is forgiven them.
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