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Readings from the Wednesday Testimony Meeting 

Subject: Kingdom of Heaven 

May 19, 2010 

Hymns: 51  18  207 

 

The Bible 

 

Matt 25:1-13 

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 

lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and 

five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with 

them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom 

tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, 

Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins 

arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 

oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be 

not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 

yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were 

ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came 

also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, 

Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 

day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.  

 

Matt 1:23 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 

his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  

 

Jonah 1:1-17, 2:1-10, 3:1-3(to Lord) 

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before 

me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and 

went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare 

thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of 

the Lord. ¶But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty 

tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were 

afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the 

ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of 

the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said 

unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that 

God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, 
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Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. 

So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we 

pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and 

whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? And he 

said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which 

hath made the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and 

said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the 

presence of the Lord, because he had told them. ¶Then said they unto him, What 

shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and 

was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the 

sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great 

tempest is upon you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but 

they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. Wherefore 

they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let 

us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O 

Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into 

the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord 

exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. ¶Now the Lord 

had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the 

fish three days and three nights.  

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly, And said, I cried 

by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell 

cried I, and thou heardest my voice. For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the 

midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy 

waves passed over me. Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again 

toward thy holy temple. The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the 

depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. I went 

down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for 

ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. When my 

soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in unto thee, 

into thine holy temple. They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I 

have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. ¶And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it 

vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.  

And the word of the lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go unto 

Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.  So Jonah 

arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord.  

 

Matt 5:8 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  
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Rom 8:23 

And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even 

we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 

redemption of our body.  

 

Matt 19:23-29 

¶Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall 

hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 

kingdom of God. When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 

saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With 

men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. ¶Then answered Peter 

and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we 

have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which 

have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne 

of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 

mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an 

hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.  

 

Matt 18:1-5 

At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the 

midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 

become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my 

name receiveth me.  

 

Matt 10:7, 8 

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, 

cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely 

give.  

 

James 4:6-11 He 

He giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 

he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse 

your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double-minded. Be afflicted, and 
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mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to 

heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and 

judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge 

the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.   

 

Rev 22:17 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And 

let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life 

freely.  

 

Rev 21:3, 7, 8, 9, 14 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 

himself shall be with them, and be their God.  

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be 

my son.  

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 

whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in 

the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of 

the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee 

the bride, the Lamb's wife.  

And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb.  

 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

 

590:1, 9 

Kingdom of heaven. The reign of harmony in divine Science; the realm of 

unerring, eternal, and omnipotent Mind; the atmosphere of Spirit, where Soul is 

supreme.  

Lamb of God. The spiritual idea of Love; self-immolation; innocence and purity; 

sacrifice.  

SH 582:14-20 

Bride. Purity and innocence, conceiving man in the idea of God; a sense of Soul, 

which has spiritual bliss and enjoys but cannot suffer.  
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Bridegroom. Spiritual understanding; the pure consciousness that God, the divine 

Principle, creates man as His own spiritual idea, and that God is the only creative 

power.  

SH 241:31 

It is "easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle," than for sinful beliefs to 

enter the kingdom of heaven, eternal harmony. Through repentance, spiritual 

baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs and false 

individuality. It is only a question of time when "they shall all know Me [God], 

from the least of them unto the greatest." Denial of the claims of matter is a great 

step towards the joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over 

the body.  

 

SH 296:26-2 

Mortal mind judges by the testimony of the material senses, until Science 

obliterates this false testimony. An improved belief is one step out of error, and 

aids in taking the next step and in understanding the situation in Christian Science.  

Mortal belief is a liar from the beginning, not deserving power. It says to mortals, 

"You are wretched!" and they think they are so; and nothing can change this state, 

until the belief changes.  

SH 403:14-16 

You command the situation if you understand that mortal existence is a state of 

self-deception and not the truth of being.  

 

SH 446:18-27 

A wrong motive involves defeat. In the Science of Mind-healing, it is imperative to 

be honest, for victory rests on the side of immutable right. To understand God 

strengthens hope, enthrones faith in Truth, and verifies Jesus' word: "Lo, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of the world."  

Resisting evil, you overcome it and prove its nothingness. Not human platitudes, 

but divine beatitudes, reflect the spiritual light and might which heal the sick.  

SH 291:1 

The suppositions that sin is pardoned while unforsaken, that happiness can be 

genuine in the midst of sin, that the so-called death of the body frees from sin, and 

that God's pardon is aught but the destruction of sin, — these are grave mistakes. 

We know that all will be changed "in the twinkling of an eye," when the last trump 
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shall sound; but this last call of wisdom cannot come till mortals have already 

yielded to each lesser call in the growth of Christian character. Mortals need not 

fancy that belief in the experience of death will awaken them to glorified being.  

 

SH 10:22-31 

Experience teaches us that we do not always receive the blessings we ask for in 

prayer. There is some misapprehension of the source and means of all goodness 

and blessedness, or we should certainly receive that for which we ask. The 

Scriptures say: "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 

consume it upon your lusts." That which we desire and for which we ask, it is not 

always best for us to receive. In this case infinite Love will not grant the request.  

 

SH 1:11 

Desire is prayer; and no loss can occur from trusting God with our desires, that 

they may be moulded and exalted before they take form in words and in deeds.  

 

SH 197:26 

Many of the effeminate constitutions of our time will never grow robust until 

individual opinions improve and mortal belief loses some portion of its error.  

 

SH 98:12 

Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses do not express Christian Science; much 

less can they demonstrate it.  

 

SH 182:15 

The hypotheses of mortals are antagonistic to Science and cannot mix with it. This 

is clear to those who heal the sick on the basis of Science.  

 

SH 79:12 

Christian Science removes these beliefs and hypotheses through the higher 

understanding of God, for Christian Science, resting on divine Principle, not on 

material personalities, in its revelation of immortality, introduces the harmony of 

being.  

 

SH 548:1 

"The Spirit and the bride say, Come! . . . and whosoever will, let him take the 

water of life freely." Christian Science separates error from truth, and breathes 

through the sacred pages the spiritual sense of life, substance, and intelligence. In 

this Science, we discover man in the image and likeness of God. We see that man 

has never lost his spiritual estate and his eternal harmony.  
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SH 561:8 

The Revelator beheld the spiritual idea from the mount of vision. Purity was the 

symbol of Life and Love. The Revelator saw also the spiritual ideal as a woman 

clothed in light, a bride coming down from heaven, wedded to the Lamb of Love. 

To John, "the bride" and "the Lamb" represented the correlation of divine Principle 

and spiritual idea, God and His Christ, bringing harmony to earth.  

 

SH 69:6 

Mortals can never understand God's creation while believing that man is a creator. 

God's children already created will be cognized only as man finds the truth of 

being. Thus it is that the real, ideal man appears in proportion as the false and 

material disappears. No longer to marry or to be "given in marriage" neither closes 

man's continuity nor his sense of increasing number in God's infinite plan. 

Spiritually to understand that there is but one creator, God, unfolds all creation, 

confirms the Scriptures, brings the sweet assurance of no parting, no pain, and of 

man deathless and perfect and eternal.  

 

SH 280:30-4 

The only excuse for entertaining human opinions and rejecting the Science of 

being is our mortal ignorance of Spirit, — ignorance which yields only to the 

understanding of divine Science, the understanding by which we enter into the 

kingdom of Truth on earth and learn that Spirit is infinite and supreme.  

 

SH 90:27 

The understanding and recognition of Spirit must finally come, and we may as well 

improve our time in solving the mysteries of being through an apprehension of 

divine Principle. At present we know not what man is, but we certainly shall know 

this when man reflects God.  

 

SH 85:2 

It is the illumination of the spiritual understanding which demonstrates the capacity 

of Soul, not of material sense. This Soul-sense comes to the human mind when the 

latter yields to the divine Mind.  

 

SH 258:13-24 

God expresses in man the infinite idea forever developing itself, broadening and 

rising higher and higher from a boundless basis. Mind manifests all that exists in 

the infinitude of Truth. We know no more of man as the true divine image and 

likeness, than we know of God.  
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The infinite Principle is reflected by the infinite idea and spiritual individuality, but 

the material so-called senses have no cognizance of either Principle or its idea. The 

human capacities are enlarged and perfected in proportion as humanity gains the 

true conception of man and God.  

SH 248:29 

Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love — the kingdom 

of heaven — reign within us, and sin, disease, and death will diminish until they 

finally disappear.  

 

SH 592:18 

New Jerusalem. Divine Science; the spiritual facts and harmony of the universe; 

the kingdom of heaven, or reign of harmony.  

 

SH 560:10-15 

Heaven represents harmony, and divine Science interprets the Principle of 

heavenly harmony. The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the 

grand necessity of existence is to gain the true idea of what constitutes the 

kingdom of heaven in man.  
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